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What's in a name?

Beautifully sophisticated child
The future is slowly getting bigger

A young girl, big brown eyes, and hair so wild
She reflects back an angelic figure

That beautiful ugly name holds much pain

A godsend, she's pure, true and most hopeful
Sweet like honey and warm like summer rain
But far from her family she’s woeful

Like Akon, she was locked up in a cell

She’s going to get out and make amends
Despite her situation, she's done well

She’s saved from hell, now she's praying amen |
She used to think how her life was trashy
Now all she can think is she is happy

Johnson Youth Center Girl's Treatment Unit
Class sonnet written by seven insightful young ladies
May 2024
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Farmington Bay Youth Center, Utah
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%Stevenson House Detention Center, Delaware
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Rogue Valley Youth Correctional Facility, Oregon




South Sanpete Education
Support Center, Utah

2 0 2 5 Title 1, Part D State Coordinators
Annual Meeting




. South Sanpete Education Support Center, Utah
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South Sanpete Education Support
Center, Utah

2 0 2 5 Title 1, Part D State Coordinators
Annual Meeting




South Sanpete Education Support Center, Utah
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South Sanpete Education Support Center, Utah
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The Evil Eyes

South Sanpete Education
Support center’ Utah The meanings of the evil eyes

Of colors orange, pink, and red

All I've heard are (ies

Like my mom’s said

Orange means commitment and happiness
Sometimes pink comes in and I sink
Sometimes all I feel is sadness

And I can't seem to blink

Courage and enthusiasm are the meanings of ved
I do things that make me calm
And sometimes I can't get out of my head

Like reading my palm

Another color is pink

The meanings are calm and protect
It might not be what you think

I want to change the subject
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South Sanpete Education Support Center, Utah
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These Gyes

o Theseare the gyes off girts who-strygyle like apyone ebe in the world

These are the gyes. o girks who- were juddged and crivicized.

- Fhese are the eyes of girts who- were called “delinguents”
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South Sanpete Education Support

Center. Utah MY EMOTIONS WHEEL
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New Hope Carolinas, South Carolina

"
OF MIND

The mind is a powerful place for u to think
and speak te yourself
without others knowing
| find peace within baskethall
and having positive interactions with famity
Your mind is a place of peace
If you find yourself in a dark place look at what finds you at peace.
It's just ane of many steps in life to find your meaning,
After that you may find your peace
“They” say everything happens for a reason
But I feel as though you have the chance to make the right cheice you should
It is very hard to get eut of a situation hut easy to get into one

ik Title 1, Part D State Coordinators
2025 Annual Meeting

Sls i




Dakota Memorial School, North Dakota

Artist Statement:

My artwork has been crafted with dedication, a positive mindset, and a strong work ethic. Art has
consistently served as a profound medium for expressing my feelings and emotions regarding
various aspects of life. It has taught me that expression does not always require words; one can
convey thoughts through drawing, creation, or imagination, as | have done. During my treatment, |
found solace in a special stuffed animal named "Chocolate," which inspired the creation of this clay
Highland Cow. Chocolate played a significant role in helping me navigate my emotions during a time
~" when I lacked trusted companionship. This piece not only reflects Scottish culture but also serves as
a personal expression of my feelings during challenging periods. Through this artwork, | aim to
communicate both my cultural appreciation and the emotional journey | have experienced.
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Fresno, California
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California
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San Diego, California
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San Diego, California
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San Diego, California
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San Diego, California
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San Diego, California
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San Diego, California
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South Fremont
High School at
5¢, Idaho

o Y 2025 Title I, Part D State Coordinators
Annual Meeting




South Fremont High
School at 5¢, Idaho
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Stanislaus, California
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Stanislaus, California
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Stanislaus, California
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Stanislaus, California
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Stanislaus,
California
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OUR FREEDOM M#£
BE RESTRICTED,

BUT NOT OUR
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San Diego, California

This book is a selected collection of students’ work produced in a photography program with Outside

The Lens from January to June 2023 at the Youth Transition Campus, where we used visual art and

personal narratives to communicate the ived expenences of youth who have been incarcerated in
the criminal justice system.

“Our freedom may be restricted, but not our voices™ aims to amplify the voices of incarcerated youth
and create a sense of belonging. The students understand the importance of sharing their story in
the hopes that other students with shared circumstances feel connected. They also want 10 cultivate
a sense of understanding and empathy from society to inspire change in the criminal justice system.

Through this book, we celebrate their stories, their resilience, and their motivation for change.

Contact the San Diego, California Youth Transition Campus to see more of the book.



San Diego, California

| want to practice my freedom outside by living a straight life and
getting away from activities that will put me back in the place where |
cherish freedom the most.

| want and will change my cloud of clouds, my negative thought
patterns to healthy ones. By changing the community that surrounds

me, and how | think by being grateful that | am still here every single
day | will become eternally free.

“l hit rock bottom and used the
stones to build stairs”

- Moniyah B. Contact the San Diego,
California Youth Transition
Campus to see more of the

book.
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